
Margaret Huelsman and “Umoja Scholars.”  Seated with 
her are Umoja Project Director Joseph Okuya and  
Rev. Tom Sidede of the GIP-Chulaimbo Board of Advisors. 
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Our Core Values 
 
Our faith in a loving and 
merciful God unites us and 
motivates us to serve. 
 
We believe every person has 
equal value under God.  We 
celebrate and respect our 
various gifts and recognize 
that we need each person to 
fulfill our mission.   
 
We are affected by others’ 
suffering and are prompted to 

do whatever we can to 
alleviate physical, emotional 
and spiritual needs.  
 
Sharing our distinctive gifts, 
we respond collaboratively 
with all of our partners to 
respond to the current and 
future needs of Kenya’s 
orphans and vulnerable 
children. 
 
We believe full participation in 
the family of God depends 
upon basic human rights for 
Kenya’s orphans and 
vulnerable children. 
 
We believe a successful 
interfaith and cross-cultural 
program is dependent upon 

learning and understanding 
each other’s core values, 
beliefs and expectations as 
well as ongoing program 

research and evaluation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Umoja Scholars” convey appreciation 
 

I
In late September, St. Thomas 
Aquinas member Margaret 

Huelsman and GIP Director Ellen 
Daniels-Howell attended a Peer 

Support Meeting of Umoja’s 42 
secondary school students.   
 

All of these students have had 
difficult lives.  All 42 have endured 

the death of one or both parents 
and come from homes with meager 
resources.  Some are responsible 

for running their household as well 
as keeping up with their school 
work.   In spite of these challenges, 

many are performing at the top of 
their class.  They dream of a future 

where they can make meaningful 
contributions to their communities.   

 

Judith Achieng Amollo, Chair of the Umoja Peer Support 
Group, extended the following greetings: 

 

“We are very happy to have you here today and have 
chance to meet you face to face.  We have wished for 

such a moment to come and finally it is here.  We are 
very grateful for what you’ve been doing for us from 
when you sponsored us up to date.  To most of us, hope 

of seeing a bright future with good academic excellence 
was all gone.   But you just appeared on time to renew 
both our hopes and dreams.  We appreciate you for that.   

 

“It is because of this organization that 
we happen to know each other today.  
Umoja group has made us to come 

together, i.e., students from different 
schools, and now we call ourselves 

Umoja Family.  As a family we have a 
vision of having a bright future and 
helping those who might be in need of our help.  We aspire, as a family, to make 

contributions and open an account.  To help the sick and needy in the society, by 
visiting them and giving them hope in any way possible, just like you’ve done for us.  
 

“We are working very hard in school now that we have the opportunity to learn.  We 
know many have not been able to get such opportunities, but we thank God for 

bringing you to this place and renewing hopes and dreams of helpless students who 
believed to have no future after losing their parents.  We are also grateful to God for 
answering our prayer through you.  May He bless you abundantly even as you travel 

back to Indiana.  Thank you.   
 

“To my fellow students, don’t give up for God can make a way where nobody has ever 
thought there could be a way.  Just pray and trust in God for everything.  He has done 
it once, He’ll never leave you, and He’ll always answer your genuine prayers.” 

 

“But you appeared just in time 
to renew both our hopes and 

dreams. We appreciate you for 

that.” 

http://www.globalinterfaithpartnership.com/


 
 

 
 

Introducing Umoja’s first graduate:  Barack Juma 
 

                                               

In November Barack Juma took the final examinations for 
his graduation from secondary school.  It was a milestone 

which seemed 

unlikely a few years 
ago, but with 
support from the 

Umoja Project he 
has finished his last 

two years of school.   
 
Barack hopes to 

enter college in 
2010.  Meanwhile, 

he will spend 2009 
working for the Umoja Project as an administrative 
assistant.  Congratulations and welcome to Barack!   

 
Barack sends the following introduction: 
 

“My name is Barack Juma. I wish to briefly express my 
appreciation to Umoja Project as I look back on how far I 

have come. Two years ago, my student life at St. Mary 
Goretti Oluowa Secondary School was characterized by 
irregularity in school attendance occasioned by chronic 

lack of school fees and big fee arrears.  Being a total 
orphan with no means of assuring continued school fees 

support, my studies solely depended on how often I got 
small jobs in the village to earn some little money to buy 
a few study items and, wherever so possible, to pay some 

of the colossal school fees. The day I heard of Umoja 
Project and was selected for support was my greatest 

 
 

day.  Since that day I have been able to regularly attend   
school. I was glad when at the beginning of this year 2008, 
I not only had my school fees paid for but also got the 

examination registration fees paid for me! I have been 
honored by being regarded the first Umoja Project 
graduate and treated as a celebrity. 

 
”I am greatly humbled and realize just how lucky I have 

been and just how much I owe Umoja Project for seeing 
me through my high school studies. I am so grateful that 
many more boys and girls are beneficiaries of this 

blessing. I can only but count my blessings as my misery 
has been swept away by Umoja Project’s support. 
 

”I took my exams vowing to set a legacy for other 
students in academic excellence in appreciation of the 

privilege of being taken through school. I am yet to learn 
of my performance as the results will be released in 
February 2009.  In my appreciation, I have indicated my 

willingness to serve Umoja Project for some time 
voluntarily though I would be glad to earn some money 
that I may save for my college tuition. It is my prayer that 

Umoja Project comes up with a way in which it will be 
possible to give hope to its graduates beyond high school.  

Long live the Umoja Project!” 
 
 

 
 

 

Meeting the needs of child-headed households 
 

Violet, 16, a student in Class 8, lives with her 2 sisters on the small farm her 
parents managed until their deaths several years ago.  Albert, 15, and his half-
sister Maurine, 16, live alone in separate homes but care for one another when 

they return to their shared compound after school in the evening.  Evelyn, 13, 
(pictured right) and her 3 younger brothers and sisters have lived on their own for 

many years.  Evelyn left school recently after giving birth to her son Vincent.  Now 
she is learning how to care for a newborn while she runs the household. 
 

Working collaboratively with school teachers, congregations, and health care 
providers, Umoja Project Director Joseph Okuya is identifying an increasing 
number of child-headed households.  To date the Umoja Project is supporting 

approximately 40 of these households in which no adult guardian is present and 
children as young as 13 are providing all care for themselves and their younger 

siblings.  With an average of 4 children per household, this means 160 children 
are living alone, responsible for all of their activities of daily living at a time they 
should be focused upon their school education.   

 
Our goal is to provide the support necessary for these children to remain in 
school.  In addition to providing psychosocial support, the Umoja Project is 

extending its school lunch program to provide the maize and beans necessary for 
one meal per day on weekends and school holidays for these child-headed 

households.  In addition, at the children’s request, kerosene for lamps will be distributed so the children can do their 
homework and study in the evenings.    

“The day I heard of Umoja Project and was 
selected for support was my greatest day.” 



 
 

2008 Ken-ya Help Us? Carnival a huge success! 

Interfaith youth event supports school tuitions 

 
On a beautiful Saturday afternoon in September, over 200 youth 

and adult volunteers transformed the lawn of Second Presbyterian 
Church into a huge carnival with rides, games and food for the 
hundreds of people who came to support the Umoja Project.  By the 

end of the day, several local faith leaders had fallen into the dunk 
tank and $8,000 had been raised which will provide tuitions for 25 
Form 1 (freshman) students in Chulaimbo, Kenya! 

 
Special thanks to Nate and Carolyn Osborne (Second Presbyterian) 

and AJ Sood (91st Street Christian) who demonstrated for us all what 
our partnerships can accomplish with a little bit of imagination and a 
lot of hard work!  The carnival was a fun interfaith community event 

for everyone in Indianapolis and will be life-changing for some 
young people in Kenya.  

 
Beware – Nate, Carolyn and AJ now imagine the carnival to become an annual event!  Stay tuned for how you can get 
involved in 2009! 

 

 
 

2008é By the Numbers 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

4   households with new, 

secure homes built by Umoja 
Project guardians employed 
as masons 

340   primary school students 

with new uniforms 

1800   Kenyan primary 

school students receiving a 
daily meal through the pilot 
school lunch program 
 

550   teenaged students 

attending annual 3-day 
Holiday Event offering 
psychosocial support and 
celebrating the end of the 
school year 

300   guardians participating 

regularly in mutual aid groups 

200  volunteers working at the 

Ken-Ya Help Us? Carnival 

31 guardians employed by Umoja as 

tailors making school uniforms and 

masons building houses 

42   ñUmoja Scholarsò receiving 

secondary school tuition assistance, 

school supplies and uniforms 

10   partnering congregations in 

Chulaimbo meeting regularly to 
guide Umojaôs service delivery in 
Kenya 
 

10   partnering congregations in 

Indianapolis meeting regularly to 
guide the Global Interfaith 
Partnershipôs development 

8   Indianapolis public and 

private schools exchanging 
letters with Kenyan 
primary and secondary 
students 

10   child-headed households 

receiving emergency food 
supplies 

200   blankets distributed to 

approximately 100 households 

100   girls receiving monthly 

personal care items allowing 
them to attend school regularly 
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22 primary and secondary 

schools have designated one 
teacher ñOVC Advocateò to 
work along-side the Umoja 
Project 

10   primary schools 

enrolled in the pilot 
school lunch program 

http://www.globalinterfaithpartnership.com/
mailto:ellenrdh@sbcglobal.net

